
Summer Term 1 Newsletter 

 

News from Mr Cunningham 

 

The second half of April and then the month of May has been a busy time at St Peter ’s, filled 

with perseverance, enrichment, and memorable experiences for our pupils. 

Our Year 6 children approached their SATs with great maturity and determination. We are 

incredibly proud of the calm, focused manner in which they began each day, supporting one 

another and demonstrating the resilience we strive to nurture in all our learners. We thank 

parents and carers for their encouragement at home, which has played such an important part 

in helping the children feel confident and prepared.  We also thank parishioners at St Edmund’s 

who provided prayer cards for each of our Year 6 pupils, delivered with a blessing by Fr James. 

Alongside this, our Year 5 pupils have taken part in our Bikeability programme. This has been a 

fantastic opportunity to develop both practical cycling skills and road awareness, helping 

children to stay safe and independent on our local roads. It has been wonderful to see their 

confidence grow across the sessions.  Year 3 pupils meanwhile extended their Geography 

learning through a playground rivers exercise at Oaklands led by two of their specialist 

Geography staff Mrs Over and Mrs Sykes. 

Two of the highlights of the month were our Chichester Harbour tour trip for Year 5 and our Sea 

City museum trip for Year 2. The Year 5 children thoroughly enjoyed exploring this beautiful 

local environment, learning about coastal habitats, wildlife, and the importance of caring for 

God’s creation. Our Year 2 pupils extended their appreciation of what it was like to be a 



passenger aboard the Titanic over one hundred years ago.  Experiences like this bring learning 

to life and deepen pupils’ appreciation of the world around them. 

Mr R Cunningham  

Executive Headteacher 

St Peter's parent community voice 

 

Every year St Peter’s undertakes surveys to capture parent voice on how well the school is 

doing.  In November we use the Ofsted Parent View questions, and in March the Catholic School 

Inspection questions, as ways to offer parents and carers the chance to express their views on St 

Peter’s.  In both of these surveys, well over 90% of the respondents (typically around 100 

respondents from a school community comprising 340 families) reported being very happy with 

the range of provision offered in St Peter’s.  The surveys cover topics such as spiritual formation, 

moral and ethical guidance, teaching and learning, behaviour, pastoral care, academic support 

and feedback to stakeholders.  

 As you would expect, these surveys are completed anonymously, giving parents and carers the 

freedom to express their honest opinions in both the multiple-choice questions and the free 

text options that appear at the end of each survey.  

 If any parent or carer does have a concern that they would like to share with the school we 

recommend they first contact their child’s class teacher directly via the school office 

account adminoffice@stpeterswaterlooville.hants.sch.uk .   

We are unable to track back on any individual issues raised in these anonymous surveys as they 

do not ask for identifying information such as names or email addresses. Thank you for your 

continued support of St Peter’s as the incredibly hard-working staff at the school do their very 

best for the children in their care.  

mailto:adminoffice@stpeterswaterlooville.hants.sch.uk


News from the Governors 

 

As we reach the half-term break, it is a good opportunity to reflect on what has already been a 

busy and productive spring term at St Peter's and to look ahead to the exciting weeks still to 

come before the end of the academic year.  I was reminded just how close we are to the end of 

the year with the recent transition meetings that were provided to ensure students are 

prepared for their new settings.  Familiarity is often replaced by the excitement and sometimes 

nerves of ‘moving up’ and I would like to appreciate the efforts of the staff to manage this so 

well.   

 With their SATS now complete, I would also like to congratulate our Year 6 pupils for all their 

hard work over the years and wish them the very best as they transition with success and 

confidence to the next stage of their education.  

This term has already provided many opportunities for pupils to shine, both inside and outside 

the classroom. From sporting events and educational visits to creative activities and collective 

worship, it has been wonderful to see the children engaging so enthusiastically in all aspects of 

school life. Their resilience, kindness and determination continue to make us proud.  

As we look ahead to the remainder of the summer term, there is still much to look forward to 

across the school community. Upcoming trips, celebrations and concerts will provide further 

opportunities for pupils to learn, develop confidence and create lasting memories. We know 

this final part of the year will be both enjoyable and rewarding for everyone involved.  

Thank you once again for your continued support of St Peter’s. I hope all families enjoy a restful 

and enjoyable half-term break. 

Mike Williams, Foundation Governor 



A note from the Family Support Worker 

 

Attendance 

Attendance is currently 96.3% - amazing work from our school community.  

Please continue to embed the importance of daily school attendance with your children at 

home and please do get in touch if you need support with any areas of your child's attendance 

and punctuality. Some easy ways to do this include: 

• Building simple routines at home — like setting out school clothes the night before or 

having a calm, predictable bedtime routine — can help children feel prepared and 

positive about coming to school each day. 

• Talking enthusiastically about school activities and role-modelling their importance to 

you as a parent helps children see attendance as a priority. 

• Wherever possible, reducing the load to minimise the feeling of rushing before school 

helps to lower anxiety for children (as well as parents!) 

Supporting transition 

As children begin thinking about moving into a new year group, small conversations at home 

can really help build confidence and excitement for the change ahead. Encouraging children to 

talk about their feelings, celebrating how much they have grown this year and what they have 

achieved, and keeping positive routines around bedtime, reading and independence can all 

support a smooth transition. Practising simple skills such as organising belongings, encouraging 

resilience when things feel tricky, and talking positively about new teachers and opportunities 

can help children feel prepared and secure for the next step in their school journey. 

 



Healthy lunch boxes 

We would really like to see all children with a packed lunch ensuring it is healthy and balanced 

in order to provide them with energy and nutrition to enable a successful afternoon of learning. 

Simple options such as wraps, pasta salad, boiled eggs, fruit, vegetable sticks, popcorn, rice 

cakes and homemade flapjacks can be affordable, filling and nutritious for children. Here are 

some good ideas to try - if you look at this list and think "there is no way my child would eat 

that". You don't know unless you try. Pick one new thing to try and include in a lunch or offer at 

home each week to broaden their diet. We often end up giving the same packed lunch and 

packeted snack options for kids but despite the branding, these options are not often that good 

for them!  

Cucumber, carrot or pepper sticks 

Cherry tomatoes 

Apple slices, satsumas, grapes (cut lengthways for younger children), berries, melon 

Plain popcorn, rice cakes or corn thins 

Low-sugar yoghurt pouches or tubes 

Mini wholemeal pitta breads 

Cheese cubes or Babybel-style cheese 

Hard-boiled eggs 

Sugar snap peas 

Raisins or dried apricots in small portions 

Homemade oat bars or flapjacks with reduced sugar 

Wholegrain crackers 

Banana muffins made with oats and banana instead of sugar 

Edamame beans 

Mini sandwiches with cream cheese or hummus 

Hummus pots with veggie sticks 

Overnight oats in a small container 

Fruit kebabs 



Roasted chickpeas 

Miss Megan Chapman  

Family Support Worker  

Squishies in school 

 

To help keep everyone safe, we ask that children do not bring squishies into school.  

We have had a number of incidents where squishies have popped, including one where the 

contents went into a child’s eye. 

If your child needs a fidget, this must be agreed with their class teacher.  

Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe. 

School Food Standards Update 

The Government is currently consulting on proposed changes to School Food Standards, with a 

focus on improving the quality of food provided to children. These proposals include removing 

deep‑fried foods and certain fruit based drinks, ensuring healthier options are always available, 

and increasing oversight of school food provision including breakfast club food offerings. 

Schools may also be required to publish their menus and food policies online.  

The Government's press release can be viewed here: Government scraps high sugar food 

The consultation closes on 12 June, with any approved changes expected to be introduced from 

September 2027. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-scraps-high-sugar-food-from-school-menus


Celebration Assemblies 

 

We love to celebrate the amazing things our children accomplish, both in and out of school. If 

your child has received an award, badge, or certificate outside of school — whether it’s from 

Scouts, swimming lessons, music exams, sports clubs, or any other activity — we’d be delighted 

to include their achievement in our Fortnightly Celebration Assembly. 

Please encourage your child to bring in any certificates or badges they’ve earned, they can be 

brought into the school office and clearly labelled  so we can share and celebrate their success 

with the whole school community. 

Library News 

 

The National Year of Reading 2026 is a UK-wide campaign designed to inspire more people to 

make reading a regular part of their lives. Using the slogan, ‘Go All In’, (goallin.org.uk) the 

organisers hope to encourage everyone to read all about whatever captures their interest. 

‘Whatever you’re into, read into it!’ 



As described by The Literacy Trust (literacytrust.org.uk), ‘Reading is not just a skill, it is a 

doorway to confidence, curiosity and connection. When children read for pleasure, they thrive: 

their literacy improves, their learning across subjects strengthens and their wellbeing blossoms.’ 

During our school library sessions, the children listen to a story read by the librarian; they 

browse the wide range of fiction and non-fiction books available and then have time to settle 

down to read quietly, share a book with a friend or talk about what they have discovered. 

At home, our children increasingly turn to digital devices for entertainment and communication, 

building skills for the future. However, nothing beats the joy of getting lost in a good book. 

‘Show me a family of readers, and I will show you the people who move the world.’ 

Napoléon Bonaparte (French military and political leader) 

Enjoy your Half term break  

Mrs Porter 

Librarian 

R.E. Curriculum Update 

 

This month, the children have been learning about the events of Pentecost in detail. They 

explored how the gift of languages was given to the disciples by the Holy Spirit, so that they 

would have the courage to spread the Good News of Jesus returning to life, to the rest of the 

world. We also explored the Church’s belief of the Holy Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). 



Please refer to the school RE blog for further updates on our RE curriculum learning: 

https://www.blog.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/re/ 

News from the Friends of St Peter's 

 

As we approach our busiest term of the year, we have lots of exciting events coming up! 

First, we will be holding a pre-loved uniform stand at our New Year R Parents’ Welcome Meeting. 

We’ll also be running our Father’s Day Sale, followed by our Bring a Bottle Non-Uniform Day on 

Friday 12th June. On this day, children are invited to bring in a new bottle donation in exchange 

for wearing non-uniform.  

We will be collecting items at both the North and South playground gates, including shampoo, 

soft drinks, wine, ketchup, or anything that comes in a bottle. 

We will also have a refreshments stand at both Sports Days: 

•  KS1 – Monday 15th June  

•  KS2 – Tuesday 16th June  



 

Finally, our biggest event of the year, St Peter’s Fest, will take place on Friday 19th June. This 

year’s theme is Heroes and Villains. 

Do you own a business or work for a company who would look to become a sponsor for this 

event? 

Could you donate a raffle prize? 

Would you like to book a stall for the night? 

We are always looking for extra volunteers to help at this fantastic event please contact us 

directly, using any of the contacts listed below:   

Friendsofstpeters2019@outlook.com 

https://www.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1135944879816101/ 

Friends of St Peter's , Stakes Hill Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire, PO7 7BP 

Registered with the Charity Commission as 1117755 

mailto:Friendsofstpeters2019@outlook.com
https://www.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1135944879816101/
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search/-/results/page/1/delta/20/keywords/1117755


School Librarian job 

 

Would you like to work here at St Peter's? 

Do you love listening to children read? 

Please click on the link below for more information regarding this term time role 

School Librarian job 

Calendar 

 

 Our school calendar which is situated on the Home page of our website has all the important 

dates for this current school, including mass, trips and inset days as well as term dates for the 

next school year. Click on the link below: 

 St Peter's Calendar 

https://south.education-jobs.org.uk/jobs/job/School-Librarian/11669
https://www.stpeterswaterlooville.co.uk/Our-School/Calendar/


Local Community Events 

We have been asked to promote the following local community events, however these are not 

affiliated to St Peter's.  Parents and carers are encouraged to make their own enquiries 

regarding availability and safeguarding provisions. 
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